L'INSOLITE@NORMAN GODWIN

Pennel, the wines here are all “clean” and
natural, with little or no sulphur or other
additives. Many of the vineyards practice
biodynamic farming, and some harvest by
hand. All are wines that strongly express their
local terroir, and sometimes more: the label on
Domaine Montrieux Coteaux du Vendémois
adds a verse by Moliére.

But L'Insolite is also an antique shop,

offering - beyond the dinosaur fossil - a jumble
of Japanese pottery and furniture,

a coal stove, a row of old theater seats and
other bric-a-brac. And it's an art gallery,
displaying the exceptional works of Romain's
father Eric Pennel, a lapidary artist who works
in semi-precious stones including agate, lapis
lazuli and rock crystal. Easily mistaken for
paintings at first glance, they are marvelous,
and definitely insolite.

And also:

Caves Augé Founded in 1850, a beautiful wood-
paneled emporium that's a favorite of such well-
known chefs as Yves Camdeborde and Alain
Ducasse.

La Derniére Goutte Congenial American owner Juan
Sanchez specializes in small producers from the
Languedoc and Provence.

Caves Taillevent An annex of the three-star
restaurant Taillevent, with an extraordinary collection
of more than 50,000 bottles.

0145.48.49.02.

L'Ecluse - A small chain specializing in top
wines by the glass. 15 quai des Grands
Augustins (6th), 01.46.33.58.74; 13 rue de
la Roguette (11th), 01.48.05.19.12; 15 pl de
la Madeleine (8th), 01.42.65.34.69.

Les Dessous de la Robe - Tucked into a
17th-century building, with exposed
beams and a charming mezzanine
balcony, a wine bar and a restaurant
serving classic regional food. 4 rue Bertin-
Poirée (1st), 01. 40.26.6818.

wine tasting classes

Young wine expert Olivier Magny offers
delightful, down-to-earth wine-tasting
classes in English at his own Parisian loft,
explaining the winemaking process,

tasting techniques and how to pair wine
with food. Basic 5 or 7 wine tastings
€40-€50, special courses on Bordeaux,
Burgundy and Champagne (€75),
Wine & Cheese (€80) or Champagne
(€95). O Chateau, 100 rue de Ia Folie-
Méricourt (11th), 01.44.73.97.80.
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